An autogenous staphylococcal vaccine was prepared and an initial dose of 25 million was followed in twenty-four hours by an acute spread of the eczematous dermatitis in the groins. His condition is now much improved and further vaccine treatment is being cautiously continued.
This case resembles those originallv described by Crocker as "dermatitis repens," and Hallopeau as "acrodermite continiue," although Hallopeau did not consider that his cases were identical with Crocker's. Sutton, in 1911, described could be obtained, but the disease cominenced in 1888 within a fortnight of the birth of her last child. The primary lesion, described as a small " gathering," occurred in the matrix of the right thumb nail. The nail became loosened and detached by inflammation. The ulceration never healed, but the left thumb, and all the fingers of both hands, became similarly involved at intervals of several months. Subsequently, the nails of all the toes became affected and the inflammatory and ulcerating process gradually spread up the whole of the hands and the distal half of each foot. The disease had been defined as a spreading dermatitis usually following injury, probably neuritic, and commencing almost exclusively on the upper extremities. The late Dr. Radcliffe Crocker, who was the first to describe this affection and who had already recorded two or three cases, saw the patient and confirmed the diagnosis. In addition to these, similar cases had been recorded by Charlton and Coward in this country, Garden, of Aberdeen, and Hallopeau, Freche, Audry and Carle, on the Continent. The disease, always very rebellious to treatment, might ultimately yield to local remedies of an antiseptic nature but internal treatment appeared to have no beneficial effect. He (Dr. Stowers) treated his case with a lotion of permanganate of potash as suggested by Dr. Crocker, but, later, continuous application of the 5 per cent. oleate of mercury appeared to produce a better result. The patient did not recover, and ultimately died of an intercurrent disease.
Dr. H. G. ADAMSON (President) said that Dr. Barber's case showed many features which suggested psoriasis: for example, the sharply-margined patches with scaly surface, and on some of the lesions being scraped the same appearance was left as in psoriasis. The patient might have psoriasis with a secondary infection.
Dr. BARBER (in reply) said that although the patient had recently developed patches which looked like psoriasis, he (the speaker) did not entertain that diagnosis, as there was an acute involvement of the mucous membranes, and the greater part of the eruption was quite unlike psoriasis.
Case of Atrophic Dermatitis of the Hands and Feet;
? Lupus Erythematosus.
By H. W. BARBER, M.B. B. P., AGED 61, female, was admitted under Dr. Beddard to Guy's Hospital on May 2, 1923, for breathlessness on exertion and swelling of the feet. She had suffered from breathlessness on exertion for the past fifteen years, but the swelling of the feet had only occurred during the previous ten days, and was most marked in the evening. During the last ten years the skin of the fingers and toes has become bluish in colour and very thin. The nails have also atrophied and have almost disappeared. The changes in the fingers and toes have not been accompanied by pain or ulceration, nor is there a history of " dead " fingers such as one obtains in cases of Raynaud's disease. Dr. Beddard diagnosed senile emphysema, slight sclerosis of the mitral valve and myocardial degeneration.
I was asked to see her on account of the condition of her hands and feet. The skin of the fingers and toes is bluish red and atrophied, and the nails have almost disappeared. The appearances are not unlike those seen in lupus erythematosus of the extremities, but there has never been any eruption on the face, ears or scalp.
The Wassermann reaction is negative. It is a point worth raising as to whether this case comes under the heading of those described on the Continent as acro-dermatitis atrophicans. The appearance of the fingers suggests to me lupus erythematosus, which I have seen with nail changes.
Outbreak of Alopecia (Two Cases).
By H. C. SEMON, M.D. I HAVE only had an opportunity of investigating this alleged epidemic of alopecia during the past week, but such stumps as I have examined under the microscope show no sign of being infected with tinea.
This child, aged 8, has been an inmate of the orphanage fourteen months, and entered it with typical alopecia areata. On April 27 it was noticed that she had a bald area on the right frontal region. On May 3 this next child shown was noticed to have a bald area on the left frontal region, not typical alopecia areata. Most of the heads in the institution were examined, and fourteen had a similar condition of atypical alopecia. The patches are not round, but of angular outline, and not completely denuded of hair, and show no typical comma-shaped stumps. We are, therefore, here dealing either with an epidemic of unknown etiology, or, as has been suggested by French writers, it is an artefact condition. Dr. Haldin Davis described an epidemic, also in a girls' asylum, in 1914; and Bowen, whose paper in the Journal of Cutaneous Diseases for 1915 is worthy of study, has described this peculiar condition as occurring in another girls' school.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. J. H. SEQUEIRA thought it most likely that these were cases of imitative artefact.
Dr. HALDIN DAVIS said he had seen an almost exactly similar epidemic in a home for children in 1914; and, several years afterwards, he concluded it must be imitative artefact. At the time he first saw it he wondered whether any of the children had cut their hair, but concluded they did not do so. But subsequently he formed the opinion that having had their attention directed to the scalp, they rubbed it with their forefinger, which soon broke hairs off. Another cause of the epidemic in that institution was, that nurses and attendants were very assiduous in searching the heads of all the children to find something, and conditions which in the ordinary way would pass unnoticed were, under these conditions, made much of.
